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And he answered, "You
shall love the Lord

your

God with all your

heart,

and with all your soul
and with all your

strength,

and with all your mind:
and your neighbor as yourself
-Luke

10 f 2 7

it may have been wrested from the Indians
by violence over 200 years ago?
The church does have a "supranational
character" and because of this should be
more able to contribute to the development of true virtues within the nation. Be-

Letters to the editor
Funerals and Burials
It is no doubt true, as the Editor has
suggested, in the September 25 issue of the
Visitor, that Lois Miller "does not claim to
have said the final word" in regard to
funerals and burials; but I feel that the
word she has said is very true and very
timely.
Certainly the traditional funeral service
held in the church, with the body of the
deceased present, (and to a somewhat
lesser degree in a funeral parlor), affords
the ideal occasion to reflect on the
cherished memory of the departed friend
or loved one, and to share love and comfort with the bereaved family. An unusual
opportunity is also afforded in this setting
for the minister to speak on the uncertainty of life, the imminence of death,
and on the importance of living "with
eternity's values in view"; and his message
will be immeasurably strengthened, if the
life of the deceased was lived in such a
manner. How many would be the testimonies of those who have found such
services to have been impressive, heartwarming and inspiring!
The comments of the writer in regard to
expensive funerals are good, and provide
helpful advice. "One does not have to
select a casket to impress his neighbors."
"Today we find a decided change in our
thinking." True, as the writer points out,
and concerning which she has given needed
warning. But I trust, and I feel sure, that
such change is not affecting our attitude as

Christians, and as Brethren in Christ, in
continuing to accept "the Christian
funeral-burial act as a sacred rite of the
church . . . in keeping with the religious
emphasis where it belongs."
C. W. Boyer
Albany, N. Y.
Bicentennial Thoughts
T h e e d i t o r i a l , " T h e Need for
Discernment" (Oct. 10), is indeed interesting, not because it assists in the needed
discernment, but because it is such an
eloquent expression of the ambiguity of the
human predicament. Does individual,
church, or nation ever experience a fortune
that does not rise from the ashes of the
misfortune of another? Could be, but the
question deserves some thought. Ideally we
should hesitate to celebrate that which
came about through rebellion and
violence. But what can be said about the
history of all nations, even the one this
rebellion was against? What country or
nation can truly be said to have acquired
what it has justly and through righteous
behavior?
Should we be cautious about commemorating Thanksgiving lest our blessings of
material comfort have a history of having
been ill-gotten? Should we refuse to celebrate and rejoice in the fact of our religious
freedom because it appears to have been
sired by a war of revolution? What attitude
should those of us who own land take since

From the Editor
Modesty has rated relatively high on the Brethren in
Christ scale of virtues. We do not "toot our own horn" nor
vote for ourselves for an office — no matter how much we
would like the honor. (I recall my amazement when I was
aware that "in the world" people would vote for themselves for an office. I am now amazed at my naivete.)
But part of an editor's task in our setting is not only the
editing of the Visitor but its promotion as well (sort of like
voting for one's self). Now I could hope that present
subscribers, pastors, church administrators, Publication
Board members, students, and others would say a good
word for the Visitor. This makes my task easier and surely
more pleasant, but this area of my work remains.
Of course, there is not much I can write or say which
would add to the image of the Visitor since it pretty well
speaks for itself and is "read and known" regardless of any
evaluations I would make.
What I can do, however, is to remind each reader that
the Visitor is very much a part of the church and that every
household related to the church — even though distant
from a congregation — should have this Visitor as a
regular guest.
There are four things you can do especially during E.V.
Month:
Renew your own subscription.
Give a gift subscription or two or three.
Take out a Lifetime Subscription for yourself, your
children or grandchildren (see page 3).
Say a good word for the Visitor.
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Editorial

On Loving One's Neighbor

N O R T H E R N INDIANA is in the midst of the com
harvest. Corn harvesters, slowly moving through the fields,
dot the countryside. Traffic slows as a tractor pulling a
load of yellow grain moves toward the elevator. Day and
night the noise of our neighbor's drier indicates that he is
holding his grain for feeding or a higher price.
What is happening here is being repeated again and
again across the United States. This marks the closing
weeks of a harvest of wheat and barley, beans and corn
that began early in the summer and moved northward into
the provinces of Canada and the corn belt of the United
States.
In the midst of such bounty it is difficult to think
seriously of words such as "hunger," "malnutrition,"
"starvation," and "famine." But these words will not go
away. Although, at present they do not make headlines,
they are a constant threat or reality to hundreds of millions
in our world.
Countries with food problems will fall 14-20 million
tons short of meeting their people's needs in the 1975-1976
crop year. This is the conclusion of the World Food
Council's first meeting in Rome last summer.
What is the Christian response to this fact of food
shortage and the specter of hunger and famine.?
1. The Christian should examine his or her life style and
stewardship in light of the neighbor's need. Can Christians

afford to go "first class" when their brothers and neighbors
cannot go at all? An examined lifestyle will reflect itself in
our accountability for goods and monies in a ministry to
the world's needy.
The Christian's response is not based upon the hope of
society's redemption as expressed by the "social gospel"

but rather on the command of Jesus to love one's neighbor
as he loves himself.
2. The Christian should be aware that man does not live
by bread alone. This quotation by Jesus asserts two truths.
Man needs bread. Bread alone is not enough. To deny
man's need of bread by one's theology or practice is to
deny the plain teaching of Scripture. Men need bread. This
is the way God created us.
But bread is not enough. Men need the words of God.
One needs to tread carefully in relating Christianization
and economic well-being. But when non-Christian practices and superstitious beliefs militate against obedience to
God and His laws and the stewardship of resources, the
acceptance of the gospel is an asset in the struggle for
survival.
Let it be said again that economic well-being is not the
certain result of, nor the principal motive for, evangelism.
But when the problems of a people have their roots in
religion, the solution to those problems may well be found
in the Christian gospel.
3. Christian vocation should be chosen in light of the

problem of hunger. Charity is a needed and worthy
expression of Christian love. But charity will not solve the
problem of world hunger. More and more Christians need
to wrestle with vocational decisions in the light of need
rather than in terms of remuneration.
As serious a problem as is hunger, this is a problem that
has the possibility of solution. There are ways to deal with
population growth that are morally and ethically acceptable to the Christian. The potential of increased food proto page seven

A Lifetime Subscription
D o GRANDPARENTS have more money to give away
than their children? It does seem that they do more giving.
Perhaps this is because they have learned to spend less and
love more.
When I was talking with a grandfather (not related to
me) recently, and we got on the subject of lifetime subscriptions to the Evangelical Visitor. He mentioned that he
was giving serious thought to giving a lifetime subscription
to each of his grandchildren.
I said that my wife and I have been thinking of doing the
same for our children. We are convinced that this is a good
investment for anyone with a life expectancy of more than
20 additional years. So far the $100 needed for each
subscription has not seemed available to us.
And then my good brother got a grandfather gleam in
his eye. "If you give lifetime subscriptions to your
children, I will do the same for my grandchildren."
If he was looking for a way to save spending the needed
money (which I don't think he was), he is in trouble. I went
home and discussed his challenge with my wife, and we
decided to give our three girls a lifetime subscription to the
Visitor. We haven't decided yet whether the gifts will be
for Christmas or for their wedding anniversaries.
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When Editor Zercher hears about this, his first question
could well be — how many grandchildren? In some
families there would be an avalanche of subscriptions! But
in my friend's family the grandchildren number less than
ten. In the providence of God, I will soon join the ranks of
proud picture-carrying grandfathers. In the excitement of
that anticipation, my fond hope is to give each of my
grandchildren a lifetime subscription to the Evangelical
Visitor for a wedding present. If they don't get married,
one can always find another acceptable excuse for doing a
good deed.
Paul Hostetler

A LIFETIME GIFT
Parents and grandparents interested to learn more about Lifetime Subscriptions should write to the Editor, P.O. Box 166,
Nappanee, Indiana 46550.
Lifetime subscriptions are invested with the Jacob Engle
Foundation. The income from the investment keeps the subscription current. The subscription for a married couple continues
until the death of the surviving member. The balance remaining
in the account upon termination of subscription becomes a trust
fund for editorial and publishing ministries.
EDITOR
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George Buttrick, who has a sense of diction as perceptive as an artist's sense of color, once said that we have
in our large cities a "Bureau of Missing Persons" it
might be well if we had also a "Bureau of Missing
Words."

WHERE WENT IT?
Paul S. Rees

H AS anyone missed a word of late?
It is rarely mentioned. A conspiracy of
silence seems to have closed in on it
like a muffling, blinding fog.
It is the word "obedience."
An incident underlines the rarity of
obedience.
George Barrett, an Episcopal rector
in New York, has a book in which he
tells about two young ladies who came
to him after he had officiated at a
wedding. They questioned him about
one feature of the marriage ceremony.
Both of them were soon to be married.
Both wanted to know why the vows
which he had required the couple to
repeat had not included any promise
to obey.
The rector explained to them that
when the Prayer Book was revised
some years ago the word "obey" was
deleted from the vow which the bride
makes to the groom. Each of the
young ladies expressed dissatisfaction
with this change. Each insisted that
she wanted to make such a promise at
the time of her marriage.
What is perhaps even more surprising is to have the rector say that he
knew these girls to be "very normal
young women, neither of whom was
the type of person who would enjoy
being ordered around or dominated."
Shades of the Victorian twilight!
How incredible to find "normal" people of the second half of the twentieth
century putting so much store by
anything as dull as obedience!
Dr. Paul S. Rees has had a long and valued
ministry to the world-wide Christian Church.
This article is taken from his book Don't Sleep
Through the Revolution. Copyright 1969 by
World Vision, Inc. Used by permission.
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A look at Holy Scripture recalls the
duty of obedience.
God is the one person who has never
softened up on this theme. He has
talked obedience since the human
enterprise began.
He talked it to Abraham: "Thou
hast obeyed my voice."
He talked it to Israel: "If ye will
obey my voice indeed."
He talked it to King Saul: "To obey
is better than sacrifice."
And what says the New Testament?
It tells of Christians who felt the
compulsion of obedience: "We ought
to obey God rather than men."
It tells of Christians who experienced the blessing of obedience:
"The Holy Ghost whom God hath
given to them that obey him."
It tells of Christians who were given
a directive for obedience: "Obey them
that have the rule over you."
It tells of Christians who had a
reputation for obedience: "He [Titus]
remembereth the obedience of you
all."
It tells of Christians whose eternal
calling from God is unto obedience:
"Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father . . . unto
obedience."
Obedience, obviously, is not one of
the Bible's marginal themes. It is a
major note in its commanding
message.
Contemporary culture witnesses to the
unpopularity of obedience.
As a broad piece of social criticism
it is fair to say that this is not an era of
obedience. Parents who yearn to feel
"modern" may speak of trusting their

children, or guiding them, or leading
them, or even challenging them. But
they would be embarrassed to speak of
governing them.
Many teachers and school administrators have all but abandoned
the idea of exacting obedience from
students, even in elementary schools.
Undisciplined at home, undisciplined
at school, they go undisciplined into
society.
"But surely," someone says, "the
Church is not slack in stressing
obedience." The answer, unfortunately, is that the Church too is remiss. A
great deal of our shallow religiousness makes of God a convenience, not
a commander; makes of prayer a
device for manipulating God rather
than a devotion in which He masters
us; makes of Sunday morning worship
a snugly satisfying form instead of a
shattering judgment and a healing
grace.
The Christian conscience needs to
rediscover the excellency of obedience.
Christian obedience is surrender to
God's will as revealed in Jesus Christ
and set out in Holy Scripture.
Christian obedience is not a
spineless acquiescence in some blind,
impersonal fate. It is open-eyed commitment to that matchless person,
Jesus Christ, who rescues history from
fate and subdues it to the purposes of
God and the people of God.
Christian obedience is a child of
repentance and a creature of faith. It
springs to life when the pride of our
minds and the arrogance of our wills
have been brought to the dust.
And if our obedience falters (as
falter it may, though falter it need
not), then it is ours to prove the infinite
Mercy that pardons and the infinite
Holiness that heals.
Where went it—this missing word
"obedience"?

Evangelical Visitor

In the study of Called to Obedience by the Upland
Sunday School, all adult classes up to the college age
class were combined, using a team of three teachers.
During the teaching of chapter six — "What's Right?
What's Wrong?" — guidelines for decision were
developed. Excerpts of these guidelines are shared
with the Visitor readership.

What's Right? What's Wrong?
1. Does it glorify God? or
2. Does it glorify man?
3. Does it "show forth the praises of Him who hath
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light?"
(I Peter 2:9)
—A "chosen people" . . . (a people for God's own
possession)
—"It is for you now to demonstrate the goodness
of Him who was called you. . . ."
—"A people set apart to sing the praises of
God . . . "
4. Does it qualify according to I Thess. 2:27? "That ye
walk worthy of God."
—". . . that your daily lives should not embarrass
God, who is calling you to share the splendor of His
kingdom . . ." or
—(I Peter 2:12) "Be careful how you behave among
your unsaved neighbors, it should always be good
and right . . . Although they slander you as an evil
doer, yet when trouble comes they may glorify God
when they see how you conduct yourselves."
5. Does it give due consideration to human welfare?
6. Does it work for permanent betterment of human
society?
7. Does it give due respect and proper stewardship of the
physical body which God intends to be the temple of
the Holy Spirit?
8. Does it unduly interfere with the life processes
designed by God?
9. Will it pass the test of standards given in Scripture for
human conduct and spiritual development?
10. Is it a measure of man's ideal or of God's ideal for
man?
11. Is its intent to recover loss due to sin in human experience — man's own method to escape the consequences of sin — avoiding God's method?
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
from page two

cause of this it should be able to rejoice
over the blessings found within a particular nation regardless of what evil or
suffering was involved in their attainment.
Perhaps the best justification for
celebrating the origin of current blessings
is to be found in the history of the Christian faith itself. What body of Christian
people hesitates to commemorate annually
the death of our Lord despite the fact of
the great cruelty and injustice associated
with it? This truth in the Christian story
gets overlooked amidst our zealous concern for its doctrinal truth. We never fear
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12. Is there danger of undermining the foundation upon
which a successful human society is built?
13. Is only made to live by or does it contain solid
foundation upon which one could die certainly and
comfortably?
14. Is its motivation "to the lusts of men," rather than "to
the will of God?"
—(I Peter 4:2) "So as to live the rest of the time in the
flesh no longer by human passions but by the will of
God."
15. Will it meet the standard of measurement of Col.
3:15?
—"And let the peace of God rule in your hearts."
—"Let the peace of Christ guide you in all decisions."
16. What does dependable evangelical Christian scholarship think about it?
—C. R. Heisey
"Life will always demand choices. The Christian life will
demand discernment and more self-denial in these choices
because in Christ we have the revelation which can make
our judgments piercing and keen.
"There may be alternatives on many occasions where
there are no moral issues involved and man in Christ can
do one of several things without compromise. It is in the
conflict of loyalties that one must obey Christ at any cost.
"There will come those alternatives where the wrong
choice can mar the whole course of life. This is where
sobriety, moderation, wisdom, clarity of mind will determine the difference between those blessed results of allowing eternal values to prevail and those tragic consequences
of allowing personal desire or carnal impulse to dominate
us.
"This moral vigilance is imperative as we recognize the
fiendish determination of Satan to destroy us and the
power of Christ to keep us."
—D. J. Kenyon

lest we seem to condone such wrong. In
fact we freely speak of it in our celebrations and do not mind if the Jews, whom
we accuse of perpetrating it, are offended
by our celebrations.
There is a difference, however. Whereas
Jesus conquered injustice and sin with a
divine perfection, we go about it imperfectly. But it is not the measure of
human misbehavior we celebrate, rather it
is the resultant good. Is not that good what
we celebrate, whether it be within the life
of the church or the life of the nation?
Certainly the Christian faith should not
be prostituted for national ends, but this
happens only when the adherents of that
faith seek the wrong national ends or use

the nation as an expression of their own
selfishness. Loyalty is a good word and
lack of it can be the worst evil, as we learn
from Judas and Peter.
The Bicentennial year calls upon Christians for discernment, but for no more
than they should always have. That discernment should be such that it sees
beyond the good and the evil in human
history and comprehends the hand of God
in national affairs as well as in
ecclesiastical. By the very universal nature
of their faith those of the Christian faith
should be the best equipped with that discernment.
Millard Herr
Alta Loma, Calif.
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Church News

The Christian Siders
Observe Fiftieth

Charles Byer
Assumes Pastorate

An Open House in honor of Rev. and
Mrs. Christian Sider's 50th Wedding Anniversary was held on August 25 at the
Ellsworth Hall, Wainfleet, Ontario. More
than 200 friends were present at this occasion hosted by the Siders' four children:
Harold, Neale, Ronald and Lois Jean.
These 50 years were also marked by
service to the Brethren in Christ Church.
Brother Sider served pastorates at Iron
Springs, Pa.; Collingwood, Ontario; and
Fruitville, Fla. He has also been active in a
musical ministry, organizing and singing
with the Wainfleet Gospel Four; directing
choruses at Bertie and Wainfleet.
Sister Sider was a member of the
Women's Missionary Prayer Committee
(denominational) for 21 years. She was
"Aunt Cora" to the many Junior Prayer
Bands members and their leaders.
In the place of gifts, contributions
amounting to $700 were received for the
African Student Plan.

The Cheapside Brethren in Christ congregation has called Rev. Charles Byer to
serve as pastor, beginning his three-year
term in September.
Brother Byer was ordained to the Christian ministry on July 13 at the church
where he is now serving as pastor.
He was converted at an early age and
joined the Fordwich Brethren in Christ
Church. Sensing God's call to Christian
service he attended and was graduated
from Emmanuel Bible College.
While in attendance at Emmanuel he
was called to assist Rev. Paul Nigh with
the Springvale-Cheapside circuit. In 1972
he became the assistant pastor with responsibilities at Cheapside to which congregation he now begins a three year term.
He is married to the former Leone
Wilson. They are the parents of two
children: Stephen, 5, and Anita, 2.

Highland Park Breaks
Ground for Parsonage

The Highland Park congregation
believes in pulling together. Hidden by the
congregational "team" is the plow by
which ground is broken for a parsonage at
the Highland Park Community Church,
Dublin, Va.
The service of groundbreaking was held
on Sunday morning, October 19.
T h e H i g h l a n d P a r k C h u r c h was
dedicated on August 25, 1974. Since that
date the pastor, Orvin N. White, has commuted from Hillsville, Va. The growing
program and membership of the church
made the building of the parsonage a
necessary move by the congregation at this
time.
Upland Pastor Installed

Planning to Send a Christmas Gift
To a Missionary Friend?

At a service of installation, Sunday,
September 7, Rev. Robert W. Hempy was
installed as pastor of the Upland congregation.
Brother Hempy is a graduate of Pacific
Bible College, Western Evangelical Seminary, and Azusa College.
Shown above are his wife, Barbara, and
their children: Beverly, Brad, Byron, and
Brett.
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The safest way to send money to your friends in Brethren in Christ Missions
is to forward your cash gifts through the missions office. We utilize the
services of an international money exchange company, which minimizes the
risk of loss or theft. Of course, you realize that personal gifts to individuals are
not eligible for tax deduction.
If you want to send a cash gift, here's all you do:
1. In a letter to us, tell us the names of the missionaries or VSers you wish
to remember with a cash Christmas gift, along with the amount to each
person.
2. Write one check for the total amount, made payable to BRETHREN IN
CHRIST MISSIONS (not to the person you are giving to).
3. Mail your letter and check to the missions office in Elizabethtown
(Canadians, to the Stevensville office). It should reach us before
December 1 to be processed in Christmas disbursements to the fields.
Late gifts will be sent, but they may arrive overseas after Christmas.
4. Please don't send Christmas cards or packages to the missions office
for forwarding to missionaries. Since we use an international banking
company, we don't "mail" checks and thus can't enclose cards.
Brethren In Christ Missions
Box 149
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

Brethren In Christ Missions
Route 1
Stevensville, Ont. LOS 1 SO

Evangelical Visitor

Religious News
Children of God "Mind-Control"
Techniques Cited by Episcopalian
An Episcopal youth who was a member
of the Children of God cult for three weeks
has written an essay describing the mindcontrol techniques allegedly used by such
groups to keep their members under control.
"The Essence of A Religious Cult," by
Richard Brewster, a member of Cathedral
of All Saints here, was published in The
Albany Churchman, periodical of the
Episcopal Diocese of Albany.
Mr. Brewster declares that the Children
of God, Unification Church, Hare
Krishna, Divine Light Mission, and other
cults have one thing in common: "They are
money-making operations for the benefit
of a few select leaders using mind control
techniques to attract and maintain membership.
Church Provides "Day Care"
For Senior Citizens
Capable senior citizens, wasting away in
homes for the infirm, have been put to
productive and fulfilling work in a day care
center provided by the Reedwood Friends
Church, Portland, Ore.
"Day care is such an inappropriate word
when you're talking about adults," said
Mrs. Gladys Cook, a prime mover in the
project.
Unlike nursing homes, the center will
not accept clients who need medical services or who cannot function without
assistance.
High Schoolers' Use of Drugs
On the Rise, A Survey Shows
A national study on drugs has revealed
an "alarming" increase in the use of all
types of drugs in the last two years,
especially among young people.
Studies released by the National Institute on Drug Abuse revealed that experimentation with marijuana is beginning at
an earlier age and its use among 14- and
15-year-olds has doubled from 10 percent
to 22 percent between 1972 and 1974.
The $2.2 million federal study found
that 6 percent of the nation's 3 million high
school seniors used marijuana on a daily
basis last year and at least half had tried it.
Catholic Prelate: Ban on Ordination
Of Women Attributable To Christ
A Roman Catholic bishop has asserted
that because Jesus Christ instituted priestly ordination and chose only men as
Apostles "the presumption would thus
seem that the exclusion of women from
ordination" is attributable "to the command of Christ Himself."
Auxiliary Bishop Thomas J. Riley of
Boston added that "if this is true, we are
compelled to draw the further conclusion
that the exclusion of women from sacramental ordination . . . is not subject to
modification by church law."
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ON LOVING ONE'S NEIGHBOR
from page three

duction is not yet taxed. We have the
means of bringing the population line
and the food line on the graph
together.
We need men and women who will
take the vocations related to food and
nutrition and agriculture as seriously
as their fathers and mothers took
teaching and medicine and nursing
care.

4. Christians — especially in
Canada and the United States — can
appeal to their governments to place
their resources in the battle against
hunger and malnutrition.

This possibility is especially relevant
at this time to those readers who reside
in the United States. The United
States Congress has before it (in both
houses) a resolution on "the right to
food." It asserts the right of every
person to a nutritionally adequate diet
and asks — for the first time — that
this right become a cornerstone of
U.S. policy. This does not mean that
the United States will feed the rest of
the world. It means that in addition to
its resources of food, the United States

will give concerted assistance to increase the food production of all
nations.
We can support this idea and the
passage of this resolution by writing to
our representative and our two
senators, urging their support of this
resolution — Number 393 in the
House and Number 66 in the Senate.
We have written letters before to
our government regarding the right to
read the Bible from outer space and
for the right to pray in the classroom.
We have written for freedom on the
air waves on behalf of gospel broadcasts. We have written in an effort to
clean up the newsstands and television.
Now put yourself in the place of a
father unable to find any food for his
hungry family who meet him holloweyed and listless as he returns to his
village. Or see yourself as a mother
holding a child too weak to cry and
growing thinner each day. Then
remember the words of the Scriptures
which call for us to love our neighbor
as we love ourselves. Then write a
letter.
Z

SECOND CHRISTIAN WRITERS' WORKSHOP
The Continuing Education Department at Messiah College is announcing
plans for the second Christian Writers' Workshop to begin on January 8,
1976, in the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church. The first such course
was conducted in the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church last year because
of interest expressed by editors of various periodicals including The
Evangelical Visitor, Gospel Herald, and The Mennonite. The response was
very good.
Ray Zercher, teacher last year, will also teach the coming course. Classes
will convene each Thursday evening from January 8 through March 25, from
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. The sessions will be conducted in the Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ Church.
Mr. Zercher is Assistant Professor of English and Fine Arts at Messiah
College and has proven himself in the field of journalism.
The course will deal with fundamentals of writing, with consideration of
student interest areas, e.g., prose articles, narratives, poems, news, radio
script, etc. The classes will be tailored to individual needs where possible,
encouraging the sharing of writing experiences. Methods of selecting and
contacting appropriate publishers will also be studied.
The course may be taken for three hours of college credit, or it may be
audited. Fees are $120 and $60 respectively.
According to Mr. Zercher, course requirements are as follow: regular
attendance, investment in needed textual materials, and a willingness to profit
from the writing and revising process necessary for the production of good
copy. Preparation of at least three written pieces for submission to selected
editors will be expected.
The classes are open to anyone sixteen years of age or older who has
interest in writing as a form of Christian service.
Those Interested and within driving distance of the Chambersburg Church
are encouraged to contact Mr. Terry Stoudnour, Director of Continuing
Education, Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania 17027. The phone
number Is (717) 766-2511.
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Stephen Ndlovu served as evangelist
for the Conference.

August 27

Arriving for the Annual Conference at Wanezi.

WANE 2
SECOND

A group from the Dekezi Church presents a special song.

Missionaries were present for the conference. Those are not "hearing
aids." They are earphones.

Bishop Philemon Kumalo presiding over the annual co
Mangisi Sibanda, assistant chairman; Jacob R. Shenk,
row) Mbalikelwa Ngwenya and Joash Ndlovu, reading cl
on Saturday afternoon when more than 1,300 were pre
conference was, "The Christian's Responsibility."

Photos by George Bundy
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I

Mealies and beef being served in the
dining room.

Dedication of overseers and their wives: (left to right) Rev. and Mrs.
Stephen Ndlovu, Rev. and Mrs. Jonathan Dlodlo, Rev. and Mrs. Joel
Ncube, and Mr. and Mrs. Peter Mlotshwa. The Mlotshwas are now
teachers at the Ekupheleni Bible Institute.

I 97 5

NERAL

CONFERENCE

ference. With him in the photograph are (left to right)
icretary; Martin Senda, assistant secretary; (in second
ks. The attendance at the conference reached its peak
nt for the Bible Quiz Team play offs. The theme of the

The youth were present and brought their music.

At the children's meetings, Mrs. Edward Nkomo gives the lesson. Carolyn
Mann served as coordinator.
Kesisve Ncube from the Zhilo Church
receives a Bible from the Youth Committee for choosing the name for the
youth camp. Making the presentation is
Mrs. Abbie Dube. One of the quiz
teams is in the background. The
Mpopoma team won the 1975 quiz.
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Japan Camping Weekend
Marliti and Ruth Zook
Nishiichi, Japan
(Photos by Marlin Zook)
(Artwork by Mr. Haruyama)

L A S T Saturday and Sunday (Sept.
20-21) was a highlight among the
churches in Yamaguchi-ken. There
were 78 people (including children)
who registered for the weekend camp,
held at a beautiful spot on the seashore
near Hagi. The facilities could accommodate only 40, so we set up six
tents. Some of the Hagi church people
joined us for the Saturday evening
meeting and a larger group came for
the activities all day Sunday.
This was a wonderful chance for the
rural churches, some of which are so
small and isolated, to meet together
for Christian fellowship. The opportunities for fellowship came sometimes in unexpected ways. Those of us
who slept in tents had expected it to be
cold. Ruth packed plenty of warm
clothing and when we arrived at the
site we found the others had, too. But
the night was unexpectedly warm and
the tents were HOT. The problem was
that if we opened the tents to cool off,
the mosquitos felt free to enter. Some
of the families solved the problem by
playing and fellowshipping on the
beach until 3:00 a.m. By then it had
cooled a little and they were too tired
to mind the mosquitos.
We had planned an early morning
prayer service outside for Sunday
morning. But at 6:00 it began to rain,
so we met indoors. The children had
their own prayer meeting and the
adults met for a time of prayer together. Then, after breakfast, we
shared together in worship. This was
divided into two parts, with the first
part geared for the children.
T h e e m p h a s i s on c h i l d r e n ' s
meetings was especially good for the
large group of Sunday school children

10

that came from the Shimonoseki
church. The college-age young people
did a good job in supervising them and
leading the children's services. We
were pleased to have six young men
there from the Shimonoseki church.

NOT ALL ARE Christians yet but
this kind of fellowship is such a good
setting for evangelism, providing an
opportunity for inviting friends and
relatives. I invited my English students, and Mrs. Maniwa, a member at
Hagi, was able to bring her son to his
first Christian service.
The meetings also strengthened and
encouraged the Christians. For instance, Mrs. Matsubara, who lives far
away from any church, was able to
come with her children. This past
summer she had been feeling very discouraged and when Mr. Shibata and I
visited her, she said she could no
longer pray. So it was very encouraging to hear her pray this weekend and tell of her renewed faith, and
her wish to walk on with the Lord.
Most of the planning for the
weekend was done by the Shimonoseki
group, with the ladies from Shimonoseki taking charge of the meal
planning. (The rest of the church
ladies helped with the actual meal
preparation.) Those of us with cars
helped with hauling tents, bedding and
food supplies. It was a busy time, but
we were all greatly encouraged by the
experience.
to page fourteen

Attending the weekend camp were
YOUNG

COLLEGE-AGE YOUNG MEN

OLD

FAMILIES

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN
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COMPETITION is an accepted
American way of life. We compete
with our neighbor for the most attractive lawn, groomed by the most lavish
riding lawn mower. We urge children
of similar age to achieve identical accomplishments in spite of wide
differences in interest and abilities and
pressure our children to make the first
team in Little League or swimming.
In church life we compete for the
largest membership roll or the most
beautiful sanctuary. In Sunday school
we contrive all sorts of schemes to lure
boys and girls into memorizing the
most Bible verses, which rarely have
practical applications.
What is the relationship between
Christianity and competition? Did
Christ sanction the competitive principle? Does the competitive urge for
promotion or fancy home embellishments function at the same level in
relation to living a more Christcentered life?
And this brings us to two related
questions. First, should one compete
to be the most well-known or wellrounded Christian in the community?
And, second, would churches produce
better results if their outreach efforts
were organized on a more competitive basis?
David N. Campbell of the University of Pittsburgh has the following to
say about competition, particularly as
it relates to the educational process:
"We have created, through competition, a system based on mistrust.
In school the assumption is that no
one learns without threats of grades,
failure, being less than first, i.e., that
these intrinsic factors are prime motivation for learning. Standardized
achievement tests, grading curves, entrance examinations, and now accountability — all are intended to set
one person against another, all having
nothing whatsoever to do with education and are, in fact, antithetical to
education.
"However, the whole, frantic, irrational scramble to beat others is
essential for the kind of institution our
schools are, i.e., sorting, ranking, and
labeling places. Winning and losing
are what our schools are all about, not
education."
According to Nelson and Kagen,
"the American spirit may be alive and
well, but it has produced a culture
whose children are systematically irrational." Ten year olds who participated in their studies in Los
Angeles repeatedly failed to get
rewards because they competed in
games that required cooperation. In
other situations these children even

Mr. Shoemaker is chairman of the Department
of Physical Education at Messiah College.
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Colleges

Layton Shoemaker

The Christian
and Competition
sacrificed their own rewards in order
to reduce the rewards of their peers.
"Among children the tendency toward irrational competition increases
with age. And we can easily find adults
whose drive to compete overrides selfinterest — in academics, athletics, and
politics." Their studies also show that
the competitive spirit is not universal.
This is illustrated by the ten year old
children in rural Mexico who were
able to cooperate and get prizes which
eluded their American counterparts.
Let us now consider competition as
it relates to sports. Most people would
agree that without competition the entire sports structure as we know it
would pass into oblivion. Many spectators and participants have adopted
the Lombardian philosophy that "winning is the only thing." And all too
many go along with the famous football coach who declares that "defeat is
worse than death because you have to
live with defeat."
This outlook has led many of us to
view the opponents as our enemies.
We thus find ourselves thinking unkind thoughts about them. As Christians we find ourselves in a conflict because the Scriptures exhort us to love
our enemies and "do good to those
who despitefully use" us.
Does participation in sports build
character? Or does the fierce competition rather reveal faults or virtues
developed in early childhood?
It should be helpful to examine an
outgrowth of competition commonly
known as sportsmanship. Webster
defines a sportsman as "a person who
can take loss or defeat without complaint, or victory without gloating, and

who treats his opponents with fairness, generosity and courtesy." As
Christians we need to examine
whether an even higher level of these
same qualities should be expected of
us as participants or spectators.
When an athletic contest involving
two "Christian" teams is about to begin, a spiritual leader often invokes
God's blessing. But soon after the
Amen has sounded a "spiritual stalwart" can be heard above the rest of
the crowd, "Hey ref, you four-eyed
blind bat, get with it! You're missing a
good game!" A bit later he loudly
boos a tactical maneuver made by the
opposing team.
The following Sunday that same
person attempts to teach love, joy,
meekness, and temperance to his Sunday school class. And he fails to comprehend why the younger generation
accuses his generation of hyprocisy
and inconsistency. In his relationships
with his non-Christian friends, he cannot conceive why they fail to see the
value structure and the uniqueness of
his Christian way of life.
To further illustrate the point, let us
consider reactions to officiating in
sports. An official makes a call that is
obviously in error and favors the visiting team. Both spectators and players
protest vehemently. Good officials, of
course, generally ignore such conduct, particularly on the part of the
fans. Despite much booing and hissing
the call remains unchanged.
Moments later the same official
renders a decision that is also obviously an error, only this time it favors the

to page fourteen
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Hearts
Made Ready
for Christmas

Esther Boyer

C H R I S T M A S is a religious holiday. It is, however, becoming a secular celebration and many Christian families
are caught up in this same secular spirit. The purpose of
this article is to get you thinking early, planning constructively and to suggest some ways for making the Christmas
season a meaningful, spiritual experience for your family.
Hopefully then, Christmas time will become a time of
anticipation and joy. Should it be anything else?
First of all, families need to periodically evaluate their
Christmas activities. Are we trying to do too many things?
Is it just a hectic, rushing time? Perhaps we can eliminate
meaningless activities. Salvage the really important ones.
As children join the family, grow up, and leave home, the
customs and traditions begin to fall into a pattern. The
husband and wife with small children will need to plan
carefully the traditions they want to use. Growing children deserve activities suitable to their growing minds. The
older couple may have to decide why they enjoyed Christmas. Was it because of the children or does the inner joy
remain, because it was Jesus Christ being honored?
The Advent Wreath

There are some beautiful customs which can help bring
a family to Christmas Day in a spirit of understanding and
love for the Christ Child. Observing Advent is a deeply
meaningful custom. Advent means "coming" and we
observe it as a time to prepare our hearts for the coming of
the Christ Child. The use of an Advent Wreath helps to accomplish this. The wreath is made of sprays of evergreen
or pine, the circle being symbolic of the eternal life found
in Christ. The circle has no beginning or end, a picturesque
reminder of eternity. Four candles are equally spaced
around the wreath. These remind us of the living light,
Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Sometimes a fifth
candle is placed in the center. This is called the Christ
candle. The most commonly accepted colors for the
candles are three purple, one pink, and the Christ candle is
white. The purple speaks of royalty, the pink of joy, and
white is purity.
A Family Tradition

The use of the Advent Wreath can become a focal point
for Christmas celebration. You begin using it the fourth
Sunday before Christmas, at which time you light the first
candle. The next Sunday you light the first and the second,
and so on, until all four are lit the Sunday before Christmas. On Christmas Eve, or Christmas Day, the Christ
candle is lit, then the other four. A simple devotional is
conducted while the candles are burning.
The following suggestions can be used in celebrating
Advent:
First Sunday
of Advent
November 30,1975

Emmanuel, God With Us

Light the first Advent candle
Call to Worship:
As we light the Advent candle,
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May we prepare the way for Christ
To come into our hearts and into our home
This Christmas season.
Read these Scriptures: Isaiah 9:2 and 6, Matthew 1:23,
John 3:16.
Read this meditation:
Old Testament prophets predicted that when the
Christ Child was born He would be called Emmanuel. Emmanuel means God with us. In a mysterious and miraculous way Jesus is the Son of God.
How wonderful it is to know that in Jesus Christ, God
is with us. Christ loves us and cares for us.
Sing this Carol: (O Little Town of Bethlehem)
How silently, how silently,
The wondrous gift is given
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming,
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
The dear Christ enters in.
Prayer:
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend on us we pray.
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
Come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. In
Christ's name. Amen.
Second Sunday
of Advent
December 7,1975

Call His Name Jesus

Light the first and second Advent candles
Call to worship:
O power of love, all else transcending,
In Jesus present evermore.
We worship Thee, in homage bending,
Thy name to honor and adore.
Yea let our souls, in deep devotion,
Bathe in love's mighty, boundless ocean.
Read these Scriptures: Isaiah 11:1-4, Matthew 1:21,
Romans 10:9.
Read this meditation:
When we were babies we were given a name by our
parents. But the Bible tells us that Jesus was named
by angels. Even before He was born Joseph and Mary
were told that "He shall be called Jesus, for he shall
save his people from their sins." Jesus is a special
name with special meaning. Jesus was born so that we
can be forgiven of our sins. He forgives us when we
confess our sins and ask His forgiveness. Then He
lives with us.
Sing this Carol: (Away in a Manger)
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
Prepare us for heaven, to live with thee there.
Prayer:
Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for sending
Jesus to be our Savior. We ask that you forgive our
sins and help us to love Jesus and live for Him. We
pray for those who do not know Jesus as Saviour and
pray that we will help them to know Him. Amen.
Third Sunday
of Advent
December 14,1975

Unto You a Savior,
Christ, the Lord
Light three Advent candles (The pink one as third)
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Call to worship:
In humble stall the Savior lay
While shepherds adoration pay—
Shall we not come and worship, too
The Christ to whom all praise is due?
Read these Scriptures: Isaiah 61:1-3, Luke 2:10 and 11.
Read this meditation:
Light looked down and beheld darkness.
"Thither will I go," said Light.
Peace looked down and beheld War.
"Thither will I go," said Peace.
Love looked down and beheld Hatred.
"Thither will I go," said Love.
So came Light and shone.
So came Peace and gave rest.
So came Love and brought Life.
And the Word became Flesh and dwelt among us.
For centuries God had promised to send a deliverer to
Israel. He was the Messiah, or Christ, meaning "The
Chosen One." Jesus is that chosen one who fulfills
God's promises to mankind. This is why we worship
Him.
Sing this Carol: (O Come All Ye Faithful)
O come all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels.
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
Prayer:
O God, we give you thanks for fulfilling your
promises and sending Christ to us. We want to let our
lives shine as lights in a dark world. We want to live
lives of peace and love. Help us, we pray in the name
of Christ. Amen.

Fourth Sunday
of Advent
December 21,1975

Where Is He
That Is Born King?
Light the four Advent candles.
Call to worship:
Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the
angels sing.
Come adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the
newborn King.
Read this Scripture: Matthew 2:1-11
Read this meditation:
Wise men came from afar to see Christ at His birth.
They knew He was a King. They gave Him gifts fit for
a King; gold, frankincense, myrrh. Above all, they
worshipped Him. Every Christmas we give gifts to
celebrate God's gift to us and to remind us of gifts we
can give to God. May we also worship Christ and let
Him reign in our lives as King.
Sing this Carol: (Joy to the World)
Joy to the world, the Lord is come.
Let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare Him room.
And heaven and nature sing.
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
Prayer:
Dear Jesus, help us to crown you King of our lives.
And speed the day when you shall be King over all the
earth. Use us in your kingdom to stand for truth and
right. In your name we pray. Amen.
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CHRISTMAS
DAY
December 25,1975

Glory to God
Goodwill to Men
Light the Advent candles and the Christ candle.
Call to worship:
O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend on us we pray,
Cast out our sin, and enter in.
Be born in us today.
Read this Scripture: Luke 2:8-14.
Read this meditation:
This is Christmas Day. Today we celebrate the
birthday of Jesus. This is a special birthday because
Jesus is a special person. He is God's Son. Jesus was
born so that people everywhere could have peace in
their lives. We should do all we can to bring peace.
Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers for they
shall be called the children of God."
Sing this Carol: (While Shepherds Watched)
All glory be to God on high,
And to the earth be peace.
Goodwill hence-forth from heav'n to men,
Begin and never cease;
Begin and never cease.
Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you that Jesus was born into our
world. May His peace be in our hearts and in our
home, and may His peace come to all people everywhere. We want to love and obey Him. Amen.
Remember this is a suggested family activity. The entire
family, as well as guests, can be involved. The father is in
charge, but under his direction the various members can
take turns. If some are too young to light the candles, they
can share by blowing them out. Many families use the
activity before the Sunday evening meal, allowing the
candles to burn throughout the meal. Others invite friends
after a Sunday evening service. It is a wonderful means of
outreach. Almost anyone will respond to an invitation to
"join the family in lighting the Advent candles." Simple
refreshments following make a relaxed setting for relevant
conversation. The Advent Wreath appeals to all ages.
What youngster doesn't enjoy candles? And the simplicity
of the message, through symbolism, is attractive to teens.
Some ministers observe this celebration in a church
service. It is a good means for acquainting families with
the custom.
Seasonal Aids

This has been a brief discussion and description. It has
served to bring together some of the ideas surrounding
Advent. You can make it much more elaborate and varied.
The Christian Light Bookstores can provide you with
additional information. If you want a daily devotional
during the Advent season you might enjoy the "Jesse
Tree." A Jesse Tree is a branch on which you hang paper
symbols which include daily devotionals. Children enjoy
reading these and hanging them on the "Jesse Tree."
Religious Advent calendars provide a simple daily devotional activity. These have little windows to be opened a
day at a time during the month of December, and the
Christmas story unfolds until the grand climax is reached
on Christmas Day.
As the Advent season progresses our hearts are filled
again with the wonder of God's revelation. Just as each
newly lit candle brings more light to the room so we are
filled with an increased sense of reverent joy as we
approach Christmas Day.
This article is an abridgment of two previous articles that appeared in the
Visitor. The devotional ideas were developed by John Brubaker. Esther
Boyer is a former editor of the Home Page.
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JAPAN CAMPING WEEKEND
from page ten

The group participating in the Yamaguchi-ken weekend camp.

Meal time.

COMPETITION
from page eleven

home team. Now the same people who
booed and hissed before are smiling
and thanking the Lord that He evened
the score. In both instances the human
judgment of the official resulted in
error. Why is the reaction of Christian people so different in both instances?
How, then, should the Christian react to the competitive environment all
around? Admittedly, an attempt to remove the competitive element in our
society is doomed to failure. One
might as well try to convince Mr.
Average American that he does not
need an automobile. However, if any-

one is to set the better example, surely
it should be the disciple of Christ.
Although we must, for the present,
interact with our fellow compatriots in
ways that are sometimes competitive,
the love and tenderness of Christ
should be evident. To accomplish this
we must somehow meet the challenge
of His two commandments. If we love
the Lord with all our heart, soul, and
mind, and love our neighbor as ourself, surely these will negate compulsive competitiveness. Or have we
decided it is not worth the effort?
Let us not deny the power of the
risen Christ!

Church News

CS1464—Songs of the Nativity by the
Chamber Choir
Each tape runs 29 minutes long.
Stations may order any or all of these.
Messiah College's only request is that the
used tapes be returned.
Readers are encouraged to check with
local stations to see if they have interest in
airing the programs. If they are, have them
write to Broadcast Studios, Mr. Paul
Hostetler, Messiah College, Grantham,
PA 17027. They should specify which
tapes they want to use.

MESSIAH COLLEGE

Radio Station Tapes Available
Each year Messiah College prepares
four half-hour tapes of Christmas music
for use by radio stations during the Advent
season. The tapes which will be available
this year are:
CS1461—Excerpts from Handel's Messiah by the 2 0 0 - v o i c e
Grantham Oratorio Society
CS1462—Christmas Anthems by the
Messiah College Chamber
Choir
CS1463—Christmas Music by the
college Brass Choir, the
Choral Society, and the
Choral Union

14

CONFERENCES
Allegheny

The Air Hill congregation held Rally
Day on Sunday, Oct. 19. Music and the

message were provided by special guests,
the Steven Gordeuk family. The pastor is
Rev. Roger N. Witter.
A membership reception was held by the
Carlisle congregation for 12 persons on
Sunday, Oct. 19. Rev. Walter Winger and
Rev. Kenneth Hoke are the pastors.
On Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 4 and 5,
the Donald Potteiger family were guests of
the Mowersville congregation. The Potteigers have recently returned from Rhodesia, Africa, where they served as missionaries. Brother Potteiger also shared in
the Sunday evening communion service.
The pastor is Rev. Mervin Potteiger.

Atlantic

The Holden Park congregation held a
Roundup Rally on Sunday, Oct. 5. Gus
Martin, local Youth for Christ Director,
presented a challenge to each one present.
The pastor is Rev. Larry Steffee.
Rev. Andrew Slagenweit, pastor of the
Hummelstown congregation, showed his
pictures of Nicaragua to his congregation
during a Mens' and Womens' Fellowship
Meeting on Wednesday, Oct. 8.

Canadian

The Junior Missionary Prayer Band of
the Bertie congregation held a bike-a-thon
recently. The children earned over $600
which they contributed to the Harrisburg
Ministries project. The pastors are Rev.
Ross Nigh and Rev. Rudy Janzen.
On Sept. 21, Rev. Paul Nigh gave his
farewell sermon to the Cheapside congregation where he had served as pastor for 18
years. A dinner was held in honor of Rev.
and Mrs. Nigh. Rev. Charles D. Byer was
installed at Cheapside the same day.
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Bishop Roy V. Sider led a Dedication
Service for the Falls View parsonage on
Sat. evening, Sept. 27. Howard Fretz, Jr.,
presented special music. An Open House
followed the dedication service. The pastor
is Rev. Robert Climenhaga.
Central
The Fairview congregation held a week
of Witness and Evangelism Services beginning Oct. 12. The Highland congregation
ancfminister, Rev. Louis Cober, shared in
the first evening of the meetings, with Rev.
Cober bringing the message. Rev. Henry
N. Miller is the pastor at Fairview.
Pastor Elam Dohncr and members of the
Phoneton congregation traveled to DeRossett to help with the building of a new
church building on Sat., Oct. 11. The volunteers helped with the building program
for a week.

Midwest

The Zion congregation honored the
senior citizens of the community with a
fellowship dinner on Sunday, Oct. 19. The
pastor is Rev. Paul Z. Hess.

Births

Bender: Hope Ann, born Oct. 1, to Mr.
and Mrs. J. Warren Bender, Manor congregation, Pa.
Cook: Kerry Christine, born Sept. 30, to
Mr. and Mrs. Garnett Cook, Five Forks
congregation, Pa.
Garman: Scott Andrew, born July 16, to
Mr. and Mrs. Mervin Garman, Manheim
congregation, Pa.
Hebel: Jennifer Michelle, born Sept. 29,
to Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hebel. Mrs.
Hebel is the daughter of Rev. John Byers,
Souderton congregation, Pa.
James: Terry Kenneth, born June 1, to
Mr. and Mrs. Wilf James, Cheapside,
Ont.
Lofthouse: Mark Shane, born Sept. 25,
to Mr. and Mrs. Keith Lofthouse, Cheapside congregation, Ont.
Martin: Kristian Leandra, born July 16,
to Mr. and Mrs. William Martin, Fellowship Chapel.
Reardon: Vanessa Michelle, born Aug.
31, to Mr. and Mrs. Michael Reardon,
Pequea congregation, Pa.
Risser: James Kent, born Sept. 7, to Mr.
and Mrs. James Risser, Manheim congregation, Pa.
Wohlsclagel: Timothy Owen James,
born Sept. 21, to Mr. and Mrs. Owen
Wohlsclagel, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.

Weddings

Bert-Ryder: Anna Katherine, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. William L. Ryder,
Chambersburg, Pa., and Ernest Eugene,
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Leroy Bert, Newburg, Pa., July 27, in the St. John's United
Church of Christ, with Rev. Glenn E.
Shultz officiating.
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Gackenback-Wolgemuth: Brenda,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wolgemuth, Elizabethtown, Pa., and Kile, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Arden Gackenback, Allentown, Pa., Aug. 16, in the Elizabethtown
Church of the Brethren with Bishop C. B.
Byers officiating.
Groff-Dourte: Marjorie R., daughter of
Rev. and Mrs. Jesse Dourte, and Franklin
L., son of Paris Groff and the late Mrs.
Mary Groff, both of Manheim, Pa., Sept.
27 in the Mastersonville Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Jesse Dourte and Rev.
Allon Dourte officiating.
Landis-Engle: Lucille Faye, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Mahlon Engle, Abilene, Ks.,
and Paul John, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Landis, Souderton, Pa., Aug. 16, in the
Abilene Brethren in Christ Church with
uncle of the bride, Rev. Earl Engle,
officiating.
Meeks-Patten: Judith Lila, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Patten, and Robert
Lloyd, son of Mr. and Mrs. Del Meeks,
both of Wasaga Beach, Ont., Oct. 4, in the
home of the groom with Rev. George C.
Sheffer officiating.
Morgan-Fadenrecht: Herta Fay,
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Bennie Fadenrecht, York Springs, Pa., and Stanley
Paul, son of Mr. and Mrs. William E.
Morgan, Mapleton Depot, Pa., Sept. 6, at
the Roxbury Holiness Camp, with Rev.
Roy Myres, uncle of the groom and Rev.
Bennie Fadenrecht, father of the bride,
officiating.
Nauman-Wipprecht: Kim L., daughter
of William W. and Geraldine L. Wipprecht, and Dennis E., son of Mr. and
Mrs. E. Glenn Nauman, both of Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 13, in the Pequea
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Keith
Ulery officiating.
Smith-Wingert: Marlene Ann, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Blaine Wingert, Elizabethtown, Pa., and James C. Smith, Sept.
6, in the Chiques Church of the Brethren,
with uncle of the bride, Rev. Gerald
Wingert, officiating.
Tritt-Coken: Debra, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Harry Coken, Mechanicsburg,
Pa., and David, son of Mr. and Mrs. W.
Wayne Tritt, Carlisle, Pa., Oct. 4, in the
Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. William L. Gould officiating.

Obituaries

Bechtel: John R. Bechtel, born April 11,
1907, in South Woodbury Twp., Pa., died
Sept. 16, 1975, in Milmont Park. He was
the son of Daniel and Susan Ritchey
Bechtel. On June 22, 1922, he was married
to Marie M. Morgart who survives. He is
also survived by a son, John R., Jr.; a
grandson; and a sister, Mrs. Lillian Ebersole. Rev. Bedsaul Agee officiated at the
memorial service held in the Saxton
Brethren in Christ Church. Interment was
in the Grandview Cemetery, Saxton.
Burkholder: Heather Ann Burkholder,
born June 13, 1972, died Oct. 12, 1975, in
the Children's Hospital, Portland, Ore.
She is survived by her parents, Charles and

Gail Burkholder; two sisters, Crystal and
Holly; grandparents, Rev. and Mrs. Alvin
C. Burkholder and Mr. and Mrs.
Lawrence Payne. The funeral service was
held in the Presbyterian Church, McMinnville, Ore., with Rev. Jack Hodges
officiating. Interment was in the Evergreen Memorial Park.
Dixon: George T. Dixon, Saxon, Pa.,
died Oct. 17, 1975. He was born March 30,
1898, to Benjamin O. and Odella Mae
Benner Dixon. He was married to Barbara
Thelma Ritchey who survives. Also surviving are three sons: J. Vernon, Donald,
and Kenneth; three grandchildren, and a
brother. A brother and sister preceded him
in death. The funeral service was held in
the Masood Funeral Chapel with Rev.
Bedsaul Agee officiating. Interment was in
the Fockler Cemetery.
Frey: Sylvia Lenore Frey, born Feb. 7,
1895, died Oct. 12, 1975. She is survived by
a son, George C. Green; three daughters:
Mrs. Walter Hunt, Mrs. Glenn Hensel,
and Mrs. Willard Heise; three sisters, and
four brothers. She accepted Christ into her
life as a teenager and joined the Brethren
in Christ Church. The funeral service was
held in the Upland Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Robert W. Hempy and
Rev. Glenn Ginder officiating. A memorial
and burial service was held at the Red Star
Church, Leedy, Oklahoma.
Lauver: Ella M. Lauver, born May 4,
1892, in Walker Twp., Pa., died Sept. 7,
1975. She was the daughter of Solomon
M. and Thobie Shirk Lauver. She is
survived by three brothers: Miles S.,
Samuel S., and Jay A.; and two sisters:
Mrs. Emma Engle and Mrs. Carrie Stern.
She was a member of the Cedar Grove
Brethren in Christ Church where she
taught a Sunday school class for 55 years.
The funeral service was held in the Yeisley
Funeral Home with Rev. M. Eugene
Heidler officiating. Interment was in the
Lost Creek Mennonite Cemetery.
Martin: Harold B. Martin, born Nov.
17, 1929, near Chambersburg, Pa., died
Oct. 8, 1975. He was the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Wilbur Martin who survive. He was
married to Mary Brubaker who also survives, along with two sons: Ralph and Ray;
two daughters: Marie and Maxine; a sister;
two brothers; and a grandchild. He was a
member of the Montgomery Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service
was held with Rev. H. Melvin Boose
officiating. Interment was in the adjoining
cemetery.
Moore: Clarence Moore, Saxton, Pa.,
born April 27, 1892, died Oct. 2, 1975. He
was the son of Martin and Harriet Huff
Moore. On Sept. 25, 1912, he was married
to Rachel Loretta Miller who survives. He
is also survived by a son, Vernon D.; two
daughters: Mrs. Cora Brumbaugh and
Mrs. Elizabeth Garner; 11 grandchildren;
33 great-grandchildren; and two greatgreat-grandchildren. He was preceded in
death by a son. He was a member of the
Saxton Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral service was held in the Masood
Funeral Chapel with Rev. Chester Bahn
and Rev. Bedsaul Agee officiating. Interment was in the Bunker Hill Cemetery.
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at least, assume the responsibility, we
trust we shall have the co-operation of the
Church, that each member will feel that a
The "Visitor" of love and truth
part of the great work of publishing a
Should fill the heart of child and youth
church paper and of assisting in the spread
With thoughts and words, and lines so of Evangelical truths rests with him.
sweet,
That as we have opportunity to do good,
Each one the active mind would greet.
so we are responsible to God and to our
fellow-men for what we do r or what we
The young with living hopes aspire
could do in making this medium of comTo raise their aspirations higher,
munication worthy of the important place
Than to enjoy the charms of mirth.
it should fill in the history of the Church.
And cling alone to things of earth.
We have long since felt the necessity of
just such a church paper, and now, since
The older ones, here too, may find
it has been established through the action
Consoling words to cheer the mind;
of our last General Conference, we will
And each in turn, here too, may read
state here that we desire and by the help
The things that they in life most need.
of the Board of Publication and the coO may this little medium be,
operation of the Church in general expect
As bread cast on the raging sea;
to give all our energies to the work, and
And, in after days and years of strife,
in doing so we may not always meet the
Lead many to the new-born life.
approbation of all; but, though we may
err, the error will not be of the heart, and
And, if such glorious work is done,
Beneath the circle of the sun,
we hope our brethren will be ready to
T o God be all the honor due
correct and to forgive. We would say
Through labor wrought by friends so " t o err is human; to forgive is divine."
true.
Then while we send forth this, the first
number of the Evangelical Visitor, we
And, when we come to close this life,
trust, yes more, we believe that, notwithAccompanied with such work and strife,
standingjhere may be errors or mistakes
O may wc then with victory fraught,
in it, yet it will receive at your hands a
Be led in triumph home to God!
hearty reception, and your cordial coT A . LONG.
operation to introduce it into every house,
Kellingtr, Pa.
and to make the unpretentious Visitor a
blessing both to saved and unsaved.
It would be impossible for us in our inSALUTATORY
experience to lay down or form any
In accepting the position of Editor, to special rules to guide us in the publicawhich we have been appointed by the tions of this paper in the future; but this
the Board of Publication, we are well we will say that the BIBLE, its doctrines
aware of the arduous duty and great re- and its Evangclua! truths shall constitute
sponsibility resting upon us. It is there- the basis of our publications.
fore not without some fear and a conriousWhile we shall select with care, we shall
ness of our own inability to do justice to feel it our duty to decide fearlessly and
the work before us, and to meet the impartially what to publish and what not
approbation of the church that we enter to publish. We trust, however, to the
upon it But while we thus temporarily, good sense and the deep christian spirit
For the EvaagtHcal Visiter
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which pervades the Brotherhood, that in
writing for publication in the Visitor, they
will not present anything unprofitable, or
that would have a tendency to cause dttcord or dissensions in the Church, and
save us the unpleasant task of excluding
communications. To this end and on the
work before us. we would invoke the aid
of our Heavenly Father and his Holy
Spirit, that the work might not be a formal one, but that a deep spiritual feeling
might pervade every effort.

T H E T W O STRONG ARMS.
A great scholar in Germany went one
day to churcll. On his way he met a poor
old man, to whom he wished " g o o d
morning." The poor man thanked him,
but added he did not exactly remember
ever having a bad one.
"Well, then, I wish you much luck."
" I thank you, sir; but, to tell the truth,
I never yet have had bad luck, I have
never yet had a sorrowful morning; for if
I am hungry, I praise God; if I am cold,
I praise God; if it rain or snow, thunder
or lighten, I praise God, and am always
joyful. And I have never had a bad
week. I resign myself to my dear Lord
and Savior, and am sure he does nothing
wrong."
The scholar was astonished at the faith
of the poor man, and asked again, what
he would do if God should thrust him
into hell at last. " Thrust me into hell ?
That he wHJ never do," answered the
poor man, "but if he should, I have
two arms—the arm of faith and the
arm of love—with them I would grasp
him, and hold him so fast that he must
go with me: and where my Lord and my
guid*- is. there is my h e a v e n . " — F i f t y

rears and brvond

H O L I N E S S becometh thine house.
Lord, forever. Ps. 93 • 5
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